Agnieszka Gotebiowska-Suchorska

‘ASK WATER FOR MONEY’. HEALING TRADITIONS IN CONTEMPORARY
RUSSIAN GUIDEBOOKS ON MAGIC

(Summary)

Since the 1990s, there has been a back-to-the-sources trend in post-Soviet Russian
society. The publishing industry responded by issuing Russian folk magical texts that were
written and signed by alleged ‘witch doctors’. In the current era of wide availability of print,
radio, television and the Internet, folk and pseudo-folk spells in Russian publications have
become a part of the information circle spanning the sphere of traditional folklore,
contemporary popular culture, and contemporary folklore. In this article, | analyse the
guidebooks on magic that belong to this sphere of popular culture. These publications were
based partly on traditional folk magic analysed in ethnographic research, and magic practiced
by contemporary female ‘witch doctors’. These publications draw on traditional folklore and
render it for contemporary readers’ needs.

Collections of magical texts represent a kind of ‘commercial magic’. It combines
various cultural and religious traditions in order to form an attractive product for clients who
seek help in critical situations in their lives. In this article, | characterise a number of
modifications to magical folk tradition and ways of presenting it in chosen guidebooks

available on the Russian publishing market.
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Magdalena Grabowska

BROKEN GENEALOGY. THE AGENCY OF WOMEN'S ACTIVISTS IN SOCIALIST
POLAND AND GEORGIA, AND CONTEMPORARY WOMEN'S MOVEMENTS

(Summary)

The objective of this article is to challenge and destabilise existing approaches to state
socialism as a historical period during which women remained passive observers of social and
political realities. Beginning with the afterthought about the possibility of utilising some of
the concepts and categories of feminist methodologies within the post-socialist context, |
present results of the research conducted, between 2010-2014, with women active in
communist parties and women’s organisations before 1989, in Poland and in Georgia.
Drawing from in-depth interviews and archival documents, including the United Polish
Workers Party and Women International Democratic Federation archives, | then examine
three aspects of the experience of women active socially and politically under state socialism.
First, | present diverse motives behind the decision to become a party member. Second, |
explore the amount of autonomy that, in their own words, women active in the communist
party and women’s organisations had at their disposal. And third, 1 look at the ways in which
socialist activists can be positioned within existing narratives on feminism and women’s

movements in post-socialism.
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Bartosz Hlebowicz

ALGONKINI, KIKAPOWIE, UTE AND OTHERS.
RENDERING THE NAMES OF NORTH AMERICAN INDIGENOUS GROUPS
IN POLISH-LANGUAGE SCIENTIFIC AND POPULAR SCIENCE LITERATURE

(Summary)

In Polish scholarship which | divide here into three groups: scientific, popularising,
and ‘occasional’ publications, there is no uniform strategy for translating the names of native
North American peoples. Drawing on many examples from Polish-language publications from
the last twenty years mainly, | discuss various strategies utilised by authors and translators of
rendering names of Native American groups into Polish. I distinguish three such strategies: 1.
translating and declining all the names into Polish (e.g. changing ‘Apaches’ into ‘Apacze’); 2.
leaving original names (i.e. using versions appropriated from the American English literature,
e.g. ‘Apaches’); 3. trying out diverse mix approaches (e.g., translating and/or declining some
names into Polish and leaving others in original). Although the latter approach seems
confusing and challenging, paradoxically it is where reasonable solutions are found, that is
how to make Native American names comprehensible and at the same time readable in Polish.
In order to overcome the onomastic chaos that is common in Polish scientific and popular
literature, | propose a set of rules that should help authors and translators to make proper
translation decisions. | also discuss examples of the most common errors and suggest

solutions of how to translate the most problematic names.
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Iwona Kaliszewska

‘FIGHTING TERRORISM’. EXPERIENCES OF THE STATE PRACTICES
IN DAGHESTAN, 2005-2014

(Summary)

Daghestan is the most unstable republic in the North Caucasus, Russian Federation.
There is an ongoing conflict between power structures who aim to ‘fight terrorism’ and
Islamic militants who strive to create an Islamic State in the North Caucasus. What is the local
meaning of the term ‘fighting terrorism’? Who are the local ‘Wahhabis’? How do Daghestani
inhabitants experience state practices disguised under the official ‘fighting terrorism’? What is
their perception of the state dealings? | show how the meanings of the terms ‘fighting
terrorism” and ‘Wahhabis’ have changed throughout the last decade in Daghestan. From my
research | conclude that after 2009 the local ‘fighting terrorism’ has been perceived as the
source of violence, while a “Wahhabi’ has become a scapegoat, persecuted for a certain set of
features. | also analyse the relation between experiences of the local state practices and the
more general perceptions of the state dealings. While the local ‘fighting terrorism’ has been
criticised and deconstructed, the same cannot be said about its media representation. The
‘rational’ dimension of the state has been locally deconstructed, while the ‘magical’ mode

remained persuasive and did not seem to be threatened by the deconstruction.
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Ewa Klekot

ICONS BY ZOGRAF PAINTERS, MONASTERIES ON FRUSKA GORA
AND SERBIAN NATIONAL IMAGINARY

(Summary)

Late in the twentieth century anthropological research on heritage, which in earlier
years had focused on objects (historic monuments) and space (lieux de mémoire), started
changing its perspective, concentrating mainly on heritagisation, understood as a process, and
on social actors (states, associations, individuals) involved. The research presented in the
article is part of this current; it is aimed at grasping characteristics of heritagisation of things
related to religious cults in the Serbian Orthodox Church. In the article, I focus on a particular
group of historic objects defined both in Serbian expert discourse of art history and by
museum practices as ‘zograf icons’. | present the process of grounding their meanings
constructed in heritagisation in Serbian national imaginarium. Heritagisation practices such as
musealisation of icons and their conservation form the starting point for reflection on their
religious setting, as well as the relationships between two sets of practices focused on them,
and subsequently two value sets in which they are called ‘heritage’. Because of their specific
geographic provenance, some questions of heritagisation of churches and monasteries on

Fruska Gora in Serbian Vojvodina have also been discussed.
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Mateusz Laszczkowski

BUILDING THE STATE - KAZAKHSTAN’S CAPITAL CITY AND THE STATE
AS A MATERIAL CONSTRUCT

(Summary)

In this article, | focus ethnographically on the construction boom in the capital of
Kazakhstan, Astana, and the ‘state-building through building-work’ metaphor in Kazakhstani
political discourse. | investigate the relations between the state, space, and materiality. In the
Soviet period, the state was a material and social whole, bound together by diverse
infrastructures. After perestroika, that whole disintegrated, as was made evident by the
splitting up of production facilities and infrastructures. However, since around the year 2000,
the construction of the new capital has become a process of the reconstruction, at once
material and metaphorical, of the state. Astana became the destination for hundreds of
thousands of internal migrants, Kazakhstani citizens. For many, participating in the making of
the new capital became a way to regain a sense of agentive subjectivity. The construction
process and spectacular new buildings make the state the object of emotional involvement:
hope, pride, and identification. On the other hand, protracted construction and its inherent
contradictions give rise to disillusionment and doubts as to the working of the state. In sum, in
this article | point to the materiality of buildings and infrastructures as what lends a tangible
reality to the state and allows for it to be infused with diverse, often mutually contradictory

emotions.
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Ewa Maciejewska-Mroczek

WHAT IS PLAY FOR IN ANTHROPOLOGY? OF PLAYFUL ASPECTS
IN A CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH

(Summary)

In this article I try to recognise a possible role of play in contemporary cultural
anthropological research. Although the relationships between this field of study and play are
by no means new, what is most usually taken into account, is the formative function of play in
culture, and this is often analysed only in relation to adults. Here, however, | focus on a
different possible perspective: on including a playful element into the very research process.
Nowadays, this becomes an important factor, pertaining to the attempts of cultural
anthropologists to include children as subjects into the main course of study, as well as to
recognise their role as social actors, who also build the society. Theoretical thoughts on
research methodology were illustrated with a short example taken from my own and my

research team’s study with children belonging to families with a history of infertility.
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Piotr Majewski

KRUSEVO - BETWEEN THE SACRED TOWN OF MACEDONIAN NATIONALISM
AND THE FIRST ‘ETHNO-TOWN’ IN EUROPE

(Summary)

This article consists of three parts. In the first, | describe stages of the modern nation
building process by the Macedonian Slavs that has continued since the second half of the
twentieth century until this day. | argue that Macedonian nationalism that was aimed at
creating a new Slavic nation, could not have been successful without support from socialist
Yugoslavia. Along with the disintegration of socialist order, a multifarious process of
reconstruction of the most important Macedonian identity discourses occurred. As a result, a
part of political and intellectual elites set out to persuade Macedonians that the beginnings of
their community are rooted in antiquity. Like their communist predecessors, they reconstruct
the image of the Macedonian ‘ideological homeland’ by means of architectural memory
carriers. However, | will present in the last part of my article, that their activities could be
interpreted as a new way of thinking about the identity of a national community. The
contemporary policy of managing the cultural landscape executed by the Macedonian
authorities is not only one element of nationalist ideology, but also constitutes an attempt to
create a ‘nation brand’ that would contribute to Macedonian recognisability and
competitiveness globally. Krusevo, which is considered the ‘sacred’ town of Macedonian
nationalism, constitutes a good example to observe the functioning of such processes.
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Nikola F. Pavkovi¢

SERBIAN SLAVA OR KRSNO IME.
ON CELEBRATING A FAMILY PATRON SAINT’S DAY

(Summary)

Since at least the Middle Ages, a custom called slava, alternatively called krsno ime,
krsna slava, svetac, and sluzba svecu, etc. has been cultivated by Serbs. This custom is
devoted to a patron saint of family. Like other family cults it is celebrated once a year, on the
day which is devoted to the particular saint in the calendar. The custom of slava is passed
patrilineally.

In the slava ceremony bread (kolac¢) plays a key role along with cooked wheat
(koljivo/zito), wine, a candle, olive oil, and incense. All ingredients are known from the Old
Testament and were appropriated by the Orthodox Church liturgy and carried over to the
slava ritual. A midday meal is the most important part of the slava ceremony. It starts with the
ceremonial notching of a cross on bread, pouring wine on it, rotating it clockwise, kissing it,
and finally breaking it. These activities are accompanied by religious formulas. Additionally,
toasts (zdravice) in honour of the saint, household members, and guests constitute an
important part of the feast.

In Serbian and Yugoslavian scholarship there have been a few theories that aim at
explaining the origins of slava. The custom has been influenced by the Serbian Orthodox
Church that recommended and validated some structural elements of its practices. Along with
the Kosovo myth, slava is one of the most important elements of which national Serbian
identity is built on. It is also celebrated by Macedonians. In previous centuries it had been
practiced by Catholics in parts of Bosnia, Dalmatia, Slavonia, and in the Dubrovnik region in

Croatia.
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Kamil Pietrowiak

RUTS AND THE WILDERNESS OF VISUALITY.
BLIND PEOPLE ON SIGHT AND BEING VISIBLE

(Summary)

In this article, | draw on my research into the lives of blind people that has been
conducted since 2011. Research participants consist of twenty two persons aged 18-43 living
in Poland; most of them have been blind since their birth or early childhood. In my research |
mainly focus on the diversity of strategies and tactics, which help blind individuals to
construct their own lives, manage relations with other people and institutions, and relate to
their own sense of otherness.

In this article, | analyse experiences of the blind against the background of values and
meanings attributed to the sense of sight and the concept of seeing and being visible in
Western culture. Thus, the article aims at answering the following research questions: How do
the blind understand and imagine the mechanism of vision and the ability to see? How do they
utilise this knowledge for their own needs? How do they use words and expressions based on
visual association and metaphors? How do they understand the elements of nonverbal
communication, facial expressions, and gesticulation? How do they understand the concepts
of appearance and image?

In the process of describing the participants’ opinions and feelings, | attend to the stages
and dimensions of this ‘visual socialisation’ of the blind and juxtapose it with a number of

broader issues, such as disability, stigma management, femininity, and gender.
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Edyta Roszko

TERRITORIALISING THE SEA. PERFORMANCE OF SOVEREIGNTY
AND THE ROLE OF CARTOGRAPHY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

(Summary)

This article is an anthropological contribution to the standard geopolitical and legal
analyses of the South China Sea dispute and to the existing debates on the problem of
territoriality, sovereignty and nationalism. In contrast with those studies, which analyse the
South China Sea dispute and the growing competition over natural resources by looking
mainly at major state actors, | focus on fishermen communities in China and Vietnam that
bear the historical, geopolitical, and economic consequences of this territorial issue. Thus, I
propose the interpretation that takes into account historical, social, and cartographic
imaginations of nationhood in the context of the competing Chinese and Vietnamese maritime
claims to the Paracels and Spratly Islands. Conceptualising maps not as representations of
territory but rather as a process, | analyse the ways in which cartographic discourses are used
by different groups of actors to produce and enact sovereignty, citizenship, and national
identity through activities that make the sea territory legible on the local, national, and global

scale.
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Karolina Szmigielska

URIANKHAI - NOMADS ‘TIED TO THE ALTAI MONTAINS
BY AN UMBILICAL CORD’. LANDSCAPE AS A SOURCE OF IDENTITY
OF THE MONGOLIAN NOMADS

(Summary)

Nomads are often perceived as people who do not have their own place in the world
and who would nowhere feel at home because their home is in constant movement. However,
starting from the analysis of the spatial practices within ‘the shepherd’s landscape’, in this
article 1 point out that for Uriankhai people — nomads living in the Mongolian Altai —
immigration is such a kind of travelling that de facto is not travelling. Here, we are dealing
with movement, which actually could be called ‘lack of movement’ because it is based on a
constant circulation within one space that is called Altaj Delchij (the World of the Altai).

From the statements given by Uriankhai people, Altaj Delchij could be analysed on
two levels: as a mountain range (high, majestic mountains with snow-capped peaks) and as a
powerful ‘force’ or a ‘spiritual entity’. What is crucial is the fact that the relationship between
nomads and Altaj Delchij becomes a source of what I characterise as ‘Uriankhai identity’. It
should be emphasised that Uriankhai people remain bound to Altai ‘by an umbilical cord’.
This unusual relationship generates a unique sense of community and interdependence

between people, place, and various entities and beings that inhabit ‘the Altai landscape’.
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Piotr Zatgski

POLITICAL POWER IN THE DISCOURSE OF KYRGYZ NATIONALISTS

(Summary)

In the article, | discuss the issue of political power in Kyrgyzstan as represented by
the discourse of one of the Kyrgyz nationalist groups. My analysis draws on a collection of
essays published under the title Kyrgyztiiz Zasa (Kyrgyz Order), which is quite a popular book
among the members of this group. | focus on emerging images of power. A number of
citations from this volume facilitates the understanding of Kyrgyz contemporary nationalism.
Its core elements include, among others, deliberations on power relationship, evaluation of the
contemporary elite and its activities, as well as the proposal of the new constitutional model,
all of which are designed in accordance with the principles of Kyrgyz traditionalist
nationalism.

In my analysis | show attitudes of this group towards changes associated with the
functioning of the post-Soviet state. According to the nationalists, the transformation has
brought about social degradation in its material and spiritual meaning, and alienation of the
ruling elite. In this article I also identify the political ideas of the Kyrgyz nationalists, who
developed the project of ideal power, representing the Kyrgyz nation. The proposal draws on
an ancient heritage of Turks, who are identified as Kyrgyz ancestors. Such a discourse also
includes philosophical and historiosophical concepts of the spirit of the nation. A new
constitutional order proposed by the nationalists corresponds, in their view, to the spirituality
of the Kyrgyz people; the current governmental system and socio-economic relations are

deemed by them as not reconcilable with the proposed project.
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